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ara um observador habituado & imagens de

funcionalidade da fabhdca urbana. a primeira

reaccAo ao visitar a cidade de luando passa

pela vontade de seleccionar formas, smbolos
alusivos a funcdes, elementos de uma astrutura
conhecida, que funcionem como flo condulor para
uma lethura urbana.

A cidade do cimento, construida sobre malhos
raclonals Incompletas, vive hoje entrelagada de
efansds zonas de muceques, e da-nos a imagem
de um aglomerade provisério que luta para
satisfazer as necessidades essenciak do habifar, do
produzir, do circular, do comprar, do sobraviver.

As razdes da Histdriag, o3 suas fases de exponsdo
significativas, serdo alvo de artigos especificos. Mas
para o viglante que conhece pela primeira vaz
Luanda, ou hd relativamentes pouco tempo (fempo
hiskorico), a sua histdria recente, aquela gue marca
a imagem do seu temtdrio humanizodo, ajudard ds
lefturas que dela se podem fazer @ aos olhares
ciferantes que delo poderamos reter.

A cldade que am 11 de Novembro de 1975 se
tomou copital de Angola independente, tem no seu
passado frés séoulos de vida como mercado de
escravas, quase um século de exportacdo de
produtos agricolas e vinte & cinco anos do difimo
pericdo colonial de activismo frenético que
infroduzem no mercado de matérias primas
preciosas & a fomarm uma frenfe de infegracdo de
Portugal no sistema econdmico mundial.

Em termos urbanos, as "“Provincias Ultramarings”
ndo 580 o produto dos descobrimentos que come-
garam no séc. XV, mas o resultado do esforgo de
ocupacdo militar @ administrativa depois do tratado
de Berdim. A ocupacho s& fol recimente efectivada
cdurante os anos frinta @ posta em causa o pEnciplo
dos anos sessenta, pela eclostio dos lutas armnadas
de libertacho nocional.

O grande incremento que as indlstrias naciondais
das colénias francesas & Inglesas tiveram pela
participacdo directa destes paises na g

Luonda, o cidode dos quiniols @ dos sobrodos fal rasgoda por
avenidas @ conlaminada pela lebde de aipinar g meldpols
alficana.

MODERN ARCHITECTURE
IN LUANDA

For the obsenver who Is used to the functional images
of wban fabric, the fist reacfion affer viditing Luanda i
fo choose foms, symbol evoldng function slements of
a recognisable structure, all acting as guidelines for a
reading of fhe wban fabric.

The town of concrate has bean built n a rafional plan
which was never completed and if now co-axists with
wide swathes of shacks, projecting the image of o
provisional conglomeration in permanant siruggle o
satisfy the exigencies of iving, producing, moving
around, buying things - sunaving.

The hisfovical reasons underying the fown's significant
phasas of expansion will be the sublact of specific
anticles. But the froveller getting fo know Luanda for
the first time - or who has only recently got fo know it
- must look ot s recent hisfory. This 5 what credles
the patterns on the lands where humanify has
satfled, and this kB what will hele In the readings
which can be made of the fown and the aifferent
visions we can graso of if.

Luanda became the capital of an independent
Angola on Novemnber 11, 1975, Behind it werne fhree
hundred years of exsfence as g slave markef,

almost g canfury of exports of ogricuitural proguce
and 25 years of the last period of colonial ule,

which saw a frenzy of activity alming to tum it into
the focal point for Porfugal’s infegration in fhe world's
aconomic system through the infroduction of
precious raw matendals on fo the world market,

Iy urban terms, the “overseas provinces™ are not the
resulf of the discoveries which began in the 15th
cantury. They stem from the endeavours fo
consolidate millfany and adminifirafive occupation
after the Treaty of Berin. Occupcation was in fact
really aeffective only in the 305, ond If was called info
question in the early &0s by the oulbtvaak of amed
struggile for national fresdan, o

luanda, the lown of adales and big houses in Ml own grodnds, hos
been ripped opor? by ovenues and confaminafed by ihe fever lo




segunda Grande Guerra ndo se verificou nas
colénias portuguesas, e as cldaodes luso-africanas
rassantiram-se bostante disso. Os sinals de desan-
volvimento wbano que se pressentiram em 9 56 nos
ancs 50 sa efectivaram com o florescimeanto de uma
inddstria local. E & nos anos 50 que Luonda comeca
a Viver um crascimento fumuliucso & Sasorgendadio,
Do plone de urboanizagdo elaborado em 42 por
Etlenne de Groer & D. Moreira da Siva, o cidade
ndo guarda memaoria. A febre do café sujelta
Luanda a uma enormne especulocto imobilaro para
aplicocao de capitals. A cidode dos quintais e dos
sobrados fol rasgada por avenidas & contaminada
pela febre de aspirar a metropole africana e al
sacimentar o poder colonial, Um forfe investimento
astrangeiro a partir de 45 e um regulamento de
edificagdes urbanas liberal geram um encrme
crescimenta. gue no entanto ndo & enguadrado por
um plano regulador de bose,

Este processoe acentua as clivagens entre a
chaomada cidade do cimento & 05 muceques,
atirados cada vez para mals longe. O tecido e a
maorfologia urbanos reflectem ainda hoje esta
estrutura dualista que se reproduz sem qualguer
rigidez social ocu fisico e sem investimentos que
garantam mals do que a pura scbrevivencia,

Em 73 fol efectuado um concurso infemacional
para um plano urbanistico da regido de Luanda,
ganho pela sociedade francesa O.T.AM., que
elabara o plano director da cidade. Em 79 o
Direcgdo de Planificagdo Fisica revé o e

The boost o national indusites in French and Brifish
colonies in the wake of fheir direct invohement in the
Second World Waor was nof mirrored in Porfugal’s
colonies, whose cifies suffered as a rasull.

The burgeoning of wban development sensed'in
193¢ only reached frulfion with the growth of local
Indistry In the 80s. At this point Luanda witnessed o
haectic, chaotic fiowering. An wban master plan had
been drawn up by Efienne de &roer and 0. Moreira
da Siva in 1942 but not even the memony of Hhis
remained. The fever of coffee expors sublecied
Luanda to rmassive
soecLEaHon in Droperdy,
wheare copital could be
invested, The city of
estales and mansions
was tomn apant by
avanueas, confaminaled
ba the faver fo fum it
into an Afrlcan
melropois whers
colonial power wos
rooted, From 1965, major
foraign investment, hand
i hand with liberal
urbon developrment
reguiations genarated
enomous growth
urframmeiied by any
kind of master plan.
Such a process only
sanved fo accentuate
the spiifts betweaen the
so-caled fown of
concrate and the
shanfles, cast further
and further affeld. Even
today. the fobric and
the rmophoiogy of the
town refiect this cual
shucture, evohing
without any social or
physical o
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planc de 73 e edita um Esgue
novo Plano Director, mas a e
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mainstays and lacking the invesiment needed fo
guarantee more than just sundval ifsailf,

fn 1973 there was an infemational competifion for an
urban pian covering the Luanda mefropolifan region.
It was won by the French company OTAM. which
drow up the master plan, In 1972, the Direclorate of
Physical Plonning reviewed the plan and driew up o
new scheme for a master plon, Then history
infenvened, and paralysed the pianned devalopment
of the country’s capital, Today, the consolidated
wban image of Luanda hingas on what was builf
between 1950 and 1975, where the major influence is
that of the Modeam Movement.

Coasfing through Luanda, in the words of the wiiter,
wa come across blocks which are clear indications of
infemational movements and frends which are
vestiges ke arfefocts teling us ifs hisfory. We
constantly come across the finast modemist builaings,
whose “strength™ and infeligent dasign work survive
in o confext which & only apparently e
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Ler as entrelinhas desta cldade erguida sobre um
peristilo de pilotls, dd-nos a sensacdo de uma
arquitectura suspensa no fempo & Na procura de
uma modama identidode. Luanda esta recheado
de belos exemplos, hoje violodos e adulterados, ja
que o modo de uso das estruturas & o produto da
sobreposicdo dos modelos originais, vividos no
contexto social e histdrico actual. Uma estrutura
urbong estirmada para acother S00.000 pesscas aloja
hoje cerca de doks milhdes, parte dos quals vivem
am residéencias espontdnedas. sam qualsquar
infroestruturas de apolo. O conjunto de imdvals que
aludem aos modelos urbanos metropolifanos ndo
ocupa mals do gue 1746 da extensGo do organismo
identificavel como continuo ulbano, mas constitul o
dnica ossatura estavel que hospeda todas as
fungdes vitais do cidade & conserva os meios
disponivels para as novas realacdes que se
estabeleceram pds Independéncia.

Corm um clima tropical quente & hdmido, o
orentacdo relativa O Imadiocao sOlar @ aos venios
dominantes, assocladas ds dificels condicdes
orograficas, 580 premissas gue imttam drosticamente
o leque de opcdes formals e conduzem O soluCoes
especificas do ponto de vista topolbdgico.

Com fortes referéncias ao Movimento Modemo,
trazidos directomente das fontes e digeridas nas
bibliotecas particulares, g cldade reflecte uma
atitude urbana gue privileglou a “casa”™ colectiva e
de pendor social, tema de importancia capital no
urbanismo e na arquitectura da segunda metade
deste século a que se acrescenta uma atengao
particular as ventilagdes transversals, cruzando o
caminho dos homens & o dos ventos, de forma a
tornar respirGvels estes corpos urbanos. Exemplo
paradigmatico do “corpo” de habitagdao social
pensado inteligentemente para o clima de Luanda &
o edificic em frante oo hospital psiguidatrico
na Avenicda Amilcar Cabral do arquitecto Vieira
da Costa. A arquitectura da cidade inclul uma
parcentagem significativa de blocos em alfura
2 haobitocdes em baonda continua, isolados uns
dos outros por espagos ojardinados e pargquas,
saguindo a tegria fragmentéaria da Carta de
Atenas. de que o baimo Prenda & exemplo. B
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aspectos de um
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incomprehensible, Such is the case of a significant
number of public bulidings. the Sulnavdce Market in
Cluincxixe Square designed by the archifect Vieva
da Costa, the Nalional Radio Bullding in Avenida
Comandante Gika by Finto da Cunha. the Minkstry: of
Public Works in Mutamba, some of the school
complexes along Avenida das Herolngs, the aiport
terminal by Kell do Amaral ... all designed with the
largesse which spoce and architectural freedom
can give.

Reading between the lnes of thiz city bult on pilfcrs
and stitfs, the sensation i that of an archifecturne
suspended in tirme and in its search for a modem
icentity. Luanda & replate with beautiful examples
which have been siripped and adulterated. since
the way that the siructures are used s the product of
overnapping the original modal with what s now the
reality of today’s social and historical context. An
wiban structure puf togethear to hold 600,000 peopie
i now home to close on two million, many of them
ing in spontaneous dwelings thrown up without
supporting infrastructures. There is a cluster of
structuras which can be read as part of S

National Rodis

{previous page) and
s wiows of a school

complex (opposite ond
obove) designed
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580 dols o5 tipos de tore prevalecentes na ocupa-
¢ao macica dos solos: o adificio em galeria e o
edificlo de coredor central. Edificlos alinhados
sagundo o3 parcursos viarios. em que as fochodas
contiguas sdo resolvidas com uma dupla parede
exteriar, projeccdo dos espocos interores & limite dos
espacos de fransicho e de circulagdo,

Uma arquitectura suspensa sobre pllotis, cujos
plzos témecs @ sobrelojas, recuodos, dexavam lvies
as galeriaos cobertos, tornodas passeios plblicos.
Estas produgiom curicsos ritmos 2 jogos de claros-
-ascuras parceptivels na leftura urbana, mas hoje
substancialmente alterada pelo uso macico de
grades que converteram estes espagos plblicos, de
B3C0l0s gernerosas, am acessos privados.

QO tratamento plastico e os jogos cromaticos
das fachadas, as coberturas em terago. onde se
desenham jarding de pedra, o uso recormante de
mosaicos & pastilhas vidradas, as catxas de vidro, o
uso frequente de "brise soleil”, folom-nos da influen-
cia directa da exuberdncia da plastica brasileira e
de Le Corbusier.

Os bairros residencials incluem um ndmero
significative de habitacdes unifamiiiares de baixo
standard que foram macicamente construidas
para alojor funcionarios pablicos vindos o

spacific mafropolitan modeals, but they anly cover
one sivth of the urban confinuum which has grown
arganically and now makes up the only fived frame
on which the vital functions of the cify hang.
maintaining those means available for the new
relafionship established affer independence.

The city suffers from a drastically reduced range of
formnal oplions which lead it fo specific fopological
solutions - ifts hof, humid fropical climate, its
craniation in ferms of solar radiction and the
dorminant winds, its difficull woter sUoRly Condiions,
The major references fo the Modem Movement
camea directly from sowce, assimiiated by archifects
in private ibrardes. The city therefore reflects an wban
altitude which gives pride of place o a “colleclive”
response fo housing needs seen in the light of the
social framewark 5 which the “collective” ik fo
operate. This thematic sfruciure i of major
imporfance in the wbarnism and architecture of the
second half of the century. To it s odded a specific
awareness of fransverse ventiiation, with the paths of
men and the winds criss-crossing. in this way, the
urban corpus s givien room fo breafhe. A
paradigmatic examphe of this "corpus” - social
dwealling inteligently thought out for the chimate of
Luanda - i the bulding in front of the psychiatric
hospifal in Avenida Amilcar Cabwal, designed by
Vieira da Cosfa.

The architecture of the city includes a significarnt
number of the high-rise Dlocks flanked by femaced
housing. isolated from each cther by gordens and
parks, following the fragmentary theory of the Athens
Charter. The Prenda disfrict k& g prime axampla. Owver
the major ared which makes up the built
environmenit hare, hwo fypes of fower prevall - the
buiiding in gallary shyle ond the bBuilding clang the
cantral coridor. These buildings follow the lines of the
roads, and adiocent fagadas arg
resofved by double externcl walling, by
the projechon of infernal spoces and
by iritation o arecs of fransit ond
transifion.

Thi iz on architecture on shifs, where
the ground floors and mezanines ang
surmounted by covered gollenes.,
acling as public walkwows, with the
shopping level of the bullding stepped
bock. These make for infriguing
rhyithms of “chiaroscuro” in the wban
fabric, but they have been
subsfanfially changed by the
widespread use of wrought ron 1o
canvert info privale access what were
public spaces conceived on a
QENENOLS SCaa,

The plastic freatment of formn, the
chromatic play on facades, the faf
roofs with sfone gardans, the recurring
use of fagstonas and glass tiling. the
fenasiration, the frequent use of "sur-
braaks", oll speak eloguently of the
direct influsnce of exuberant Braziian
plastictty and Le Corbusier,

The residential areas include a
sigriffcant number of low
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Pormeanor do Loborohine de Engenharia (pbg. anlerdor oo allc) @
edificio msidencial em frente oo Hosplal Pslquiddrico (sm balxo),
pensado infelegeniements para o clima de Luanda. O Baimo Prenda
{em cirma) seguiu a hecsa inagmentdna da Cora de Ablenas.

de Portugal. Pontuam a cidade alguns belos
exemplos de cosos de espoacos generosos, caixas
de vidro minimalistas & em betdo, algumas
detas sabiamente abertas em termacos ou largas
VOrancas.

Este patrimdnio inestimdvel, oo qual os habitantes
de Luanda fecham os olhos, cansados de conviver
dicriomente com a Imagem prevalecente de “total”
degradacao, precisa de ser alvo de uma senslbl-
lizacdo que permita wsar este patimonio como base
de andlise & reflexdo para a reconstrucoo & expan-
sd0 da cldade. j& que esta nos fala tambérm da
infeligéncia de solugdes odequodas & sensivels ao
clima de Luanda, onde a respiracdo dos saus
edificios & essencial 4 sua habitablidode. pensando,
obviomente. que esta deve ser encontrada am
solugdes estruturalmente desenhadas para ndo
depender dos ares condicionados que alimentam
hoje alguns dos poucos edificios constuidos recen-
temente em Luanda, e gue reflectem uma enome
ignorGncia sobre os modos aespecificos de fazer e
pensar em paises fropicais quentes e himidos,

Presarvar aste patiménio modemo (no sentido
histérico-arquitectédnico do terma) & também
alimentar o carsma desta cldade sincréfica que vive
atrés do seu sorriso, cristalizado nestes corpos
urbanos que albergom as nossas histoas,

*MARLL JOAD TELES GRILO, arquitecta & professona.

bulkding Hospifed
with an Infelligent concam for ihe climale of luanda. The Prenda disfrcl

fop), foliows ihe frogmented heory of the Athens Charer.

quality one family dwellings which were buitt
predominantly for chvil senvants from Portugal.

There are some fine examples, here and there, of
houses bullt in concrate with space in mind and
mirkmalizf fenestration, some of them opening
inteliganty on fo teraces or brood verandos.

The inhabitants of Luanda are tired of Iving from day
to day surrounded by the image of “total”
degradation and have closed their eyes fo this
matchiass haritage. which needs fo be sensifively
analysad. in such o way as fo be wsed as o
touchstone for the rebullding and expansion of the
cify. This. our key concept, needs fo reflect inteligent
solutions predicated on a sensifivity fo the climale

of Luanda, where the alriness of the buidings is
assanfial for habitation. The solutions, of cowrsa,

miust not depend on bulldings sfruciurally designed
for air-condifioning, which is the basis for a significant
number of the few bulldings recently put up in
Luanda. and which demonsirate an incredible
ignorance of the specific ways of thinking and of
doing things in hof, humid fropical counires.
Prasenving this modem hertage (modem in the
historical/architectural sense) will also provide
susfenance 1o keep the charisma of this syncrafic
cify. which hves behind Ifs smille, crysialised in these
wurban forms which house the historias of each of us.

*MARIA JOAO TELES GRILD, architec! and feacher
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